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Introduction: 

Language is an identification mark for different cultures. Because language is essential 

to communication, it strongly influences the sort of political, social and economic we 

create. As a result, economic and religious system frequently follows patterns of 

language distribution and political borders quite often parallel linguistic boundaries. 

In modern times linguistic diffusion has been facilitated by trade, tourism, media and 

international organizations. It has helped in the development of the linguistic 

pluralism. The greatest linguistic diversity is attributed to heterogeneous societies. 

Major Languages of India 

India has a rich Linguistic heritage and has heterogeneous ethnic and social groups, 

which have their own languages and dialects. According to census of India 1961, there 

were 187 languages spoken by various sections of Indian society.  23 major languages 

were spoken by about 97 percent population of the country. 22 languages excluding 

English are mentioned in the eighth schedule of the constitution of India as follows; 

Kashmiri, Punjabi, Hindi, Urdu, Bengali, Assamese, Guajarati, Marathi, Kannada, 

Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Sindhi, Sanskrit, Oriya, Nepali, Kongani, Manipuri, Bodo, 

Dogri, Maithili and Santali of these languages, 14 were initially included in the 

Constitution. Subsequently, Sindhi was added in 1967 by 21st constitutional 

amendment act; Konkani, Manipuri and Nepali were added in 1992 by 71st 

Constitutional Amendment Act; and Bodo, Dogri, Maithili and Santali were added in 

2003 by 92nd Constitutional Amendment Act.  

Indian Languages belong mainly to four linguistic families 

1. Austric – Munda, Mon-Khmer 

2. Dravidan – Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Gondi, kurukh, orean, etc. 
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3. Sino- Tibetan- Bodo, Karen, Manipuri, etc. 

4. Indo - Aryan – Hindi, Urdu, Sans. 

Tamil is one of the longest surviving classical languages in the world. The earliest 

period of Tamil literature, Sangam literature, is dated from 300 BC (BCE) – AD (CE) 

300. It has the oldest extant literature among Dravidian languages. 

 

UNESCO’S five levels of language risk: 

Safe: Widely spoken 

Vulnerable: Not spoken by children outside the home (600 languages) 

Definitely endangered: Children not speaking (646 languages) 

Severely endangered: Only spoken by oldest generations (527 languages) 

Critically endangered: Spoken by only a few members of the oldest generation, 

often semi speakers (577 languages). As many as half of the world’s 7,000 languages 

are expected to be extinct by the end of this century; it is estimated that one language 

dies out every 14 days. 

Dialect: 

A distinct linguistic form peculiar to a region or social group but which nevertheless, 

can be understood by speakers of other forms of the same language. The two main 

types of dialects are the geographic dialect, spoken by the people of the same area or 

locality, and the social dialect used by people of the same social class, educational 

level or occupational group. 

Major dialects in India: 

• More than 40 languages or dialects in India are considered to be endangered 

and are believed to be heading towards extinction as only a few thousand people 

speak them officials said. 

• According to a report of the census Directorate, there are 22 scheduled 

languages and 100 non-scheduled languages in India. 
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• The scheduled languages are 11 from Andaman and Nicobar, Seven from 

Manipur and Four from Himachal Pradesh. There are 42 languages spoken by 

less than 10,000 people. Some other languages also are in endangered position 

in India. 

Major dialects in Tamil Nadu: 

Tamil is an interesting language with a range of native dialects. The language has 

several charming improvisations in different regions of the state. Many people are 

familiar with the old and familiar dialects of Tamil such as Chennai, Coimbatore, 

Madurai and Tirunelveli. 

Question 

1. Write a detailed account on major language in India. 

 


