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Thirukkural for betterment and integration of the whole of humanity

Thirukkural, a masterpiece of Tamil literature, is a treasure trove of ethical and philosophical wisdom. It
addresses the various dimensions of life, offering universal values, principles, and ideals. In the growth of
human society, the influence of humanity and its timeless values play a vital role in shaping individual
thought processes and driving collective progress.

Impact on Humanity

Righteousness and Ethics
@SS aT(LPLILH STEVMEHT €2(LD&HBLD
o uNHemILD epLduit U(RLD(Kural 131)

Righteousness and ethics form the foundation of humanity. When individuals act with integrity, their
actions inspire trust and responsibility in others. Values that promote unity and harmony are universally
applicable, ensuring that one’s actions positively influence the well-being of others.

Philosophy for Social Welfare
" SI6OTLILD SIMEWILD 2 6L HHMUTl6oT Q6LEUTLDEHEM S
LIGBOTLILD LILIEHILD SIS)." (Kural 45)

Higher qualities like love, compassion, justice, and patience uplift society. As individuals live within a
community, their interactions with others must be marked by goodwill and moral conduct. This fosters
equality and fraternity, reinforcing unity and collective welfare in society.

The Essence of Thirukkural

" 9i6oTL 60T ULNIUIG| 2 uNJHemev 9. HeomyshE

616014CHMeL CGUIMIHS 2 L LDL|. (Kural 80)

Thirukkural emphasizes love and righteousness as the cornerstones of human existence. The unity and

harmony arising from humanity’s influence are essential for societal progress. It directs individuals to
uphold virtuous qualities and ensures that moral order prevails in collective living.

A life based on love, compassion, justice, patience, and righteousness is always elevated. These values
remain as central philosophies for humanity, no matter how much time passes. They transcend time and
remain as high ideals that are relevant in all eras.

1. Love and Compassion:

Love is an eternal and unchanging value in human life. Love not only strengthens relationships but also
involves considering the well-being of others in one's actions. Compassion is an expression of love. It
involves standing up to help others and taking an active interest in their welfare.
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2. Honesty and Justice:

Honesty is an essential value that reflects the inner consciousness of an individual. Those who lead a life
of honesty are elevated in society. Such people speak the truth, oppose injustice, and promote good
deeds.

Justice holds significant importance in the structure of society. Based on justice, people can fulfill their
rights and duties fairly and equally.

3. Patience and Public Welfare:

Patience is one of the most admirable qualities in human actions. It provides the ability to act calmly in
any situation and make decisions with resolve. Without patience, it becomes difficult to resolve the
issues that arise in society.

A strong commitment to public welfare, which reflects such noble human values, is a foundational
element that contributes to the progress of society.

4. Moral Life:

Dharma (righteousness) is a timeless and universal value that holds significance in any society. Living
according to dharma is the most important principle in a person's life. When one follows dharma, every
aspect of their life will be enriched. This not only benefits their personal well-being but also has a
profound impact on the welfare of society as a whole.

The Impact on Humanity:

Humanity refers to the essence of the human race, signifying a life rooted in compassion, ethics, and
virtue. The manifestation of this essence is seen through qualities like compassion, morality, love, and
duty. The impact of humanity is evident in the changes brought about in society through human ethics,
ways of life, and actions. These changes, which are driven by human values, reflect the true nature of
human existence and its ongoing evolution.

Thirukkural focuses on how values such as virtue, compassion, justice, love, and patience are key to
building a meaningful and prosperous life for individuals and society as a whole. Through these
principles, Thirukkural emphasizes the importance of maintaining moral integrity, serving others, and
contributing to the collective good.

Philosophies for Social Welfare:

e Human Virtues: The virtues of love, compassion, justice, and patience, when widely practiced in
a society, elevate the quality of life for all people.

e Living in Harmony: Humans, while living in a community, should interact with others
harmoniously and with good qualities. This fosters social unity through mutual respect for
equality and brotherhood.
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e Impact on Society: When these virtues are implemented, they help ensure equality, unity, and
the well-being of the community as a whole.

3. Social Order and Democracy:

® Social Order: Social order is influenced by the actions of individuals in fulfilling their
responsibilities. When individuals act responsibly, it leads to a well-ordered society.

o Curbing Injustice: People must work together to prevent crime, injustice, and immorality,
choosing peaceful coexistence over violence.

e Democratic Governance: Democratic systems are vital for human progress. People place their
trust in self-governance, and maintain social order based on principles of fairness, justice, and
integrity.

® Role of the People: A well-functioning democracy ensures that people remain honest and
responsible in their political actions.

4. Environmental Impact on Humanity:

e Environmental Degradation: Human activities, such as excessive technological use,
deforestation, and destruction of green spaces, severely harm the environment.

e Consequences: These actions not only damage the ecosystem but also negatively impact human
health and contribute to poverty.

e Environmental Awareness: There is a growing emphasis on environmental conservation and
awareness to protect both the environment and humanity's well-being.

Timeless Human Values

Human life, built upon values like love, compassion, justice, patience, and virtue, is always elevated.
These values remain central to human philosophy, untouched by time, and stand as guiding principles in
all eras. They transcend generations, becoming eternal ideals that continue to influence society across
ages.

Love and Compassion:

Love is a timeless and unchanging value in human life. It not only strengthens relationships but also
fosters a sense of empathy, where one's actions take into account the well-being of others. Compassion,
as an extension of love, involves being considerate of others’ suffering and standing ready to help. It is
the willingness to act for the welfare of others, showing deep concern and support.

Integrity and Justice:

Integrity is a crucial value reflecting one's inner sense of right and wrong. It is the foundation of honesty
and moral uprightness. People who live with integrity are admired in society because they uphold the
truth, resist injustice, and promote good deeds. Justice, similarly, plays a pivotal role in the structure of
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any society. It ensures that people are able to fulfill their rights and responsibilities, providing a balanced
and fair foundation for all. Through justice, individuals and communities can live harmoniously, with a
clear sense of moral duty and entitlement.

These timeless human values continue to guide individuals toward virtuous living and ensure that society
progresses with fairness and compassion, regardless of the age or era.

Patience and Public Welfare:

e Patience as a Virtue: Patience is one of the finest virtues in human behavior. It enables
individuals to make decisions calmly and act with purpose in any situation.

e Role in Problem-Solving: Without patience, it is impossible to resolve conflicts or challenges
within a society.

e Commitment to Public Welfare: A strong commitment to public welfare, rooted in such human
virtues, is a foundational aspect of community development.

Moral Life:

e Dharma (Righteousness): Dharma represents the highest values that can sustain a community.
Living according to dharma serves as the most important guiding principle in a person’s life.

e Benefits of Dharma: A person who follows dharma experiences benefits in every aspect of life.
This not only improves their individual well-being but also positively impacts the welfare of
society as a whole.

The Thirukkural is one of the most revered texts in Tamil literature. It is essentially a guide to life,
covering essential aspects of human existence, such as Aram (virtue or righteousness), Porul (wealth),
and Inbam (pleasure or desire). This classical text offers profound insights into human life, which can be
explored through its teachings.

A Life Free from Reproach (Kural 44)

ULHILIEhEILI LIS SIT6T0T 26L& U6 UMD &6 8
QULPICILLIEH F6LET(Eh EBITEITMILD @6V,
English Translation:
"A noble life is one that avoids reproach and lives in fear of wrongdoing. One should live in accordance

with virtue, earning wealth without causing harm to others. By sharing this wealth with others, the life
will always remain in harmony and free from decay."

The Life of Hospitality (Kural 83)

QUGB (BH G MEUSEILD €RLDLIEUITET 6UTLDEEN S
LGeuhg UTpL(H'&60 Qeorm).
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English Translation:
"A life that honors and nurtures guests daily will never face destruction or suffering. Such a life is blessed with
prosperity and peace."

Life of the Wicked (Kural 330)

2 uNiy o L 1biN6dT BEHEUWIMIT 6T6TL QFUNT 2_L_LDLN6T
QFELELTHS UMD HENS LLIGLI.

English Translation:
"Those who live with illness and poverty, afflicted by their own past misdeeds, are believed to have taken lives
in previous births. This life is filled with suffering and misery."

Guard Against Impending Trouble (Kural 435)

QU (IH (LP 60T6DTIE SHTEUMS M6 GUTLD 608 6TIF (L 60T63TIJ-
meUHHTM GCLTELS C1&(HLD

English Translation:

"One who does not guard against impending harm, before it happens, will see their life perish, like straw placed
near a fire, soon to be destroyed."

Life Without Moderation (Kural 479)

Slemeuib gl UMTLOMTSHTET EUMTLDEHEMS 2_aTGLITEL

@eveu&ls CHMeTMs Cl&(HLD.

"One who does not live in moderation, understanding the nature of their resources, will see their life become
barren, even though it may initially appear prosperous."

Life Without Social Engagement (Kural 523)

SleeUaIT ANCLELTHITEI EUTLDEHENS (B ETELUATTS
Gamg el i HlenmbSOmI.

"The life of one who does not engage socially is like a pond without a shore, filled with water but without any
purpose, wasted and unfruitful."

The Life of Conflict (Kural 856)
815601607 LHIG6L @6uN &) 6T6OTLIEUETT EUMTLD&H6ME
&HoUeILD C&L_6ILD H6TN S G)l.

"Those who believe that victory through conflict with others is sweet will soon see their life destroyed. Their
success will be short-lived, and their downfall inevitable."

Life Without Harmony (Kural 890)
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2 L 1bum(® @eong el eUmp&Hens &L hid (e
umbGUT(h 2L snlemmibh SOMm).

"Living a life without understanding or harmony is like dwelling with a venomous snake in a hut. Such a life is
filled with danger and peril."

Life Guided by the Wise (Kural 897)

QUEMSLOMETITL_ EUTLDEHEMSU|LD EUTEITGILIT(Th @MHLD 6T6OT6UTITLD

HEMSLOMEUTL &SI G1&M6oT.

"What use is there to a person of great qualities, who has an esteemed life and great wealth, if they are scorned
or disrespected?"

Life in Times of Crisis (Kural 968)

LO(KHGCHMDMHM) 2668762 LDLILD QUMTLP &M CILI(HIHS 6 &HEDILD
LA eurh G QL5 8)l.

"A life that offers care and wisdom in times of crisis acts as medicine to a sick soul. Such a life brings great
compassion and kindness, preserving the person’s dignity."

The Principle of Love in Thirukkural

In his Thirukkural, Thiruvalluvar emphasizes the significance of love in various aspects of life, including
family life, relationships, societal benefits, and more. He teaches that love is the foundation of a good
life, and through it, one finds happiness, social harmony, and fulfillment.

The Expression of Love:

Love can be seen both in joy and in sorrow. It is reflected in the eyes of others, in their smiles, and in
their actions. It is impossible to isolate love or confine it to one place. As Thiruvalluvar says:

"SIGTLIMHGLD 2_GuGLIT SI6ML_HSDHSTLD 3 J6U6VIT
L|63T 860011 L], & 60 & (IHLD"

("Is there a roof for love? The true lover will never hide it. His tears will bring fragrance.") - Kural 71

This verse illustrates that love cannot be hidden; it is expressed openly through actions and emotions.

Human Life and Love:

Thiruvalluvar points out that love is the bond that connects human beings to one another and to society.
A person who lacks love will see everything as belonging only to them, whereas a person with love is
willing to give their very life for others. He expresses this idea in the following:

" 9J6OTLIN6VITIT 6TLEVITLD GLOE G IFIWLIIT SH6ITLI6TL LTI

éTeoTLLD ol NmISG"

("The one without love considers everything as his own; the one with love considers the rights of others.")
- Kural 72
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In this verse, Thiruvalluvar explains that love leads to selflessness and understanding, where a person
sees beyond their own needs and respects the rights of others.

Love and Righteousness:

Some people believe that love is only a companion to righteousness, but Thiruvalluvar states that love
not only supports righteousness but also guides people in the protection of their country, language, and
culture. He illustrates this through the verse:

"SIMGHHMCH 6OTLFTIT GILIETTL HOWITI

LMSHMHGLD Si..CH Hievevor

("Those who seek righteousness through love are the true ones. Love is also the force behind all noble
endeavors.") - Kural 76

This verse shows that love is a powerful and universal force that transcends individual morality and
supports the greater good of society.

Love in Relationships:

Thiruvalluvar stresses that love is the cornerstone of a happy married life. A husband and wife must treat
each other with deep affection. When love and righteousness are followed in their actions, it leads to a
prosperous family life. He describes this in the following:

" SI6TLILD SIMEWILD 2 60L& FHMUTl6aT Q6L UMD &M S

LIGSUTLILD LILLISBILD 9"

("When love and righteousness unite, family life becomes prosperous, bringing both virtue and benefit.")
- Kural 45

In this verse, Thiruvalluvar emphasizes that a balanced life of love and righteousness leads to a fulfilling
and successful family life.

Love as the Source of Joy:

Love is seen as the source of all joy. It is intimately connected with the well-being of both the body and
soul. Thiruvalluvar states:

" Sl6aTL6T eULBILIG) 2 UTNTHlemeL O HeLMTES
6T60TL|GCH 6L GUIMT&H & 2 L LDL|"
("Without love, the body is nothing but a shell, devoid of life and purpose.”) - Kural 80

This verse underscores the importance of love, equating it to the very essence of life itself. Without love,
human existence is reduced to mere survival, devoid of meaning.

Family and Love:
In a family, the head should uphold righteousness, and the wife should be the embodiment of love.

Together, they create a stable and prosperous home. Thiruvalluvar likens a family to a palace, which
needs a strong foundation to support it, and love plays this role. He states:

tamilnaducareerservices.tn.gov.in https://www.instagram.com/tn det



http://tamilnaducareerservices.tn.gov.in
https://www.instagram.com/tn_det/

Department of Employment and Training Tamil Society

"6M6UILIS &I61T UTLDEUITIRIE EUMLPLIELU6EHT EUITEH|6MMU|LD

QB IS SI6T 606USHSL LI(HLD"

("The one who lives a righteous and loving life will be honored in both the earthly and divine realms.") -
Kural 50

This verse conveys that those who live with love and righteousness will find fulfillment and honor both in
this life and beyond.

Love as Leadership:

In leadership, Thiruvalluvar teaches that a person with true love for their family and others will lead with
wisdom and grace. Love allows the leader to act with fairness and concern for the well-being of others,
without self-interest. The verse:

"QU(pS Slevtment GIOLOIGEwT6T 9,8 JALNG S (LHST6iT

W@ 61TerNs GiLbLO6uTT eT6oTMY"

("When my wife pushes me, | will fall, but when she supports me, who else can make me fall?") - Kural
1317

This verse reflects the power of love in leadership and relationships, where love serves as a guiding
force, preventing harm and fostering strength.

Mercy and Life:
"LD6STERIUNTT 6RLDLT (K 6NTEITEUMT&H & @)6LE6V6ITL 6T6ITEW)|UNIT 6TEOTMILD S160TL]"

This verse emphasizes that those who work towards creating a better world for future generations,
without fear for their own life, are the true bearers of mercy. The verse conveys a sense of
humanitarianism, encouraging individuals to work for the well-being of all, reflecting the importance of
selflessness and compassion in creating a sustainable environment.

The United Nations has set 17 goals to achieve "sustainable development" by 2030, as mentioned in the
verse, which highlights the necessity of working for the collective welfare without selfish interests.

" SI6L6VEL ([ EMTETEUMTEHEG QELMEL EU6MEULPMRIGLD LDELEVEITLOIT EBHTEVIRI SHIfl"

The verse further states that those who possess grace and compassion face no harm, and a nation filled
with love and compassion will certainly prosper. It stresses the importance of spreading grace and
compassion to ensure the flourishing of both individuals and society.

Valluvar also touches on the theme of fear and actions taken in darkness (metaphorically or literally). He
emphasizes the importance of overcoming challenges through effort and hard work.

"eUNIIMTT& & 660TM)| FUGCH FF60&"

Although fear and obstacles may come one's way, one should strive to work through adversity. Valluvar
insists that while temporary setbacks are natural, consistent effort leads to growth and success,
eventually overcoming hardship. He emphasizes working through difficulties to remove poverty and
establish a prosperous state.
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Conclusion:

In Valluvar's teachings, compassion, love, and mercy are interconnected. They are the building blocks of
a prosperous society. Developing compassion towards all living beings leads to a higher form of mercy
and contributes to both individual and collective welfare. By following the principles of non-violence and
kindness, one can attain a state of grace that promotes human welfare and societal well-being.

Practice Questions:

1.How does Thirukkural define the essence of humanity, and how can its teachings on compassion,
ethics, and righteousness help in fostering a more harmonious and progressive society?

2.How do the principles of love, compassion, honesty, and justice, as emphasized in Thirukkural,
contribute to the overall well-being of society and the individual?
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